Applicants) ^ 

Notice of Allowability 



- The MAILING DATE of this cot 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this applicati 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will b 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This applies 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . IE This communication is responsive to 10-31-03 . 



3. The drawings filed on 24 July 2001 ar. 

4. [E Acknowledgment is made of a claim fc 

a) HAH b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. m Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 0£ 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provish 

(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. [X] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
I (P 1 0-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. , 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been approved by the Examiner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 



ss Cited (PTO-892) 



of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) ^y^,tyo \ 
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Application/Control Number: 09/910,760 
Art Unit: 1745 



DETAILED ACTION 



Remarks 

This Office action is responsive to applicant's amendment filed October 3 1, 2003. 
Claims 2-8 and 11-13 and 18-37 are pending, claims 14-17 have been canceled per 
applicant's amendment and claims 18-37 are newly submitted. 



Examiner's Amendment 
The application has been amended as follows: 

a. The examiner notes that the preliminary amendment filed July 24, 200 1 has 
inserted the following text before the first line of the specification: "This is a division of 
application Serial No. 09/234,294 filed January 21, 1999.". In order to update the status 
of the parent application, — , now abandoned— has been inserted after "filed January 21, 
1999". 



Claim Rejections - 35 VSC §102 

The rejection of claims 14-16 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) based on Matsumoto et al. (U.S. 
Pat. 5,455,125) is deemed moot, as claims 14-16 have been canceled. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2-8 and 11-13 are maintained allowed for the reasons set forth in the prior Office 

action. 



Application/Control Number: 09/910,760 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1745 

New claims 18-37 are allowed for the same reasons set forth for claims 2-8 and 1 1-13 
insofar as independent claim 18 being modeled after independent claim 2 and independent claim 
25 being modeled after independent claim 1 1, with each of independent claims 18 and 25 
including a further recitation of a kneading step and coating step. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julian Mercado whose telephone number is (571) 272-1289. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick J. Ryan, can be reached on (571) 272-1292. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 




